
 
 

December 16, 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
 This week, we finished our “Traditions Around the World” unit with visits to the United 
States, Myanmar, Brazil, and Australia.  On Monday, our class took a quick flight to New York, 
and we celebrated Kwanzaa and Christmas.  The students learned that during Kwanzaa they 
light the kinara for 7 days and each candle represents one of the 7 principles.  On Tuesday, we 
traveled to Myanmar, and the students learned about special Burmese holiday foods, the 
tradition of “Sweet December” and sharing of sweet treats with loved ones, and their New 
Year’s Water Festival.  On Wednesday, we traveled to Brazil, and the students learned about 
the special foods they have for their Christmas feast and the tradition of fireworks on 
Christmas.  We also learned about the Amazon rainforest and animals that live in Brazil.   On 
Thursday, we took our last flight on Happy Holidays Airlines and we traveled to  
Australia.  The students were surprised to learn that Santa’s sleigh is pulled by 6 kangaroos, 
and they build sandmen on the beach instead of snowmen because it is Summer in Australia 
in December.   As part of the traditions we learned in each country, the students made crafts 
representing some of the facts from our travels around the world.  The students colored a 
picture of La Befana from Italy, made a poinsettia from Mexico, a stocking from England, a 
Noel banner from France, a menorah from Israel, a gingerbread man from Germany, a diya 
from India, a heart ornament of the flag from South Africa, a kinara from Kwanzaa, a star 
ornament from Myanmar, a wreath from Brazil, and a sandman from Australia.  Today, your 
child is bringing home his/her passport, airplane ticket, and luggage full of souvenirs from each 
country.   
 
 Next week, we will be reviewing all of the countries that we visited during our Holidays 
Around the World unit, and comparing and contrasting the traditions using Venn Diagrams.   I 
am so very proud of all the students for the many facts they have learned during the last three 
weeks, and the discussions we have had about similarities and differences between the 
countries!  Your child will bring home his/her travel journal to read to you all about his/her 
favorite traditions from our travels on Thursday.    
 
 Beginning next month, Kindergarten will be focusing on using letter-sound association 
to sound out and write words and sentences independently.  Journal writing will become a 
large part of all the activities and units that we will be completing during the next few months.  
Please continue to encourage your child to sound out words as you are reading books at home 
and writing sentences.  This practice will help your child become a better reader and help 
him/her write ideas and sentences in class. 
   

***Reminders*** 
December 22 – Class Holiday Party -  2:20pm 

December 23 – January 6 – Winter Break 
January 9 – Institute Day – No School 

January 16 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No School 
 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 


